
       
 

Welcome!  Whether you are a returning family or 

brand new to the School District of Fort Atkinson 
(SDFA), I extend our very best to you as we focus on 
starting up the 2014-15 school year.  In spite of our 
desire to hang on to the summer, there is indeed 
something very exciting about a new school year. 
Even so, a new start can also cause a bit of worry too.  

For some, joining the SDFA family is a completely new 
experience as they send their oldest child to school 
for the very first time. Other returning families may 
be a bit anxious about moving to the next grade, or 
from the elementary to the middle school.   Even 
those more school-experienced parents will be 
sending their child to the high school for the very first 
time or perhaps watching their young adult-child 
move into their very last, senior year!  We are excited 
to work with all students and their families. 

As a parent of four (three graduates and a senior), I 
will confidently assure you that your children are in 
good hands.  The faculty, staff and administration 
really do care about kids and their families. Many 
teachers and staff have been busy this summer 
preparing to welcome your child(ren).  Some have 
already been back getting their classrooms ready and 
taking part in professional development so they may 
offer all of their students quality educational 
opportunities. The finishing touches are being made 
on our buildings and all of the details are in place for 
a smooth start to the school year.   

It is my hope you will be able to move beyond any 
worries and focus on the exciting opportunities that 
exist in the new school year.  In my opinion, the best 
way to do this is to be involved.  Don’t make 
assumptions or become frustrated without answers 
to your questions.  The good people who work in our 
schools are there to support you and your child(ren).  
I wish you and your family a delightful end to summer 
and one of your very best school years ahead! 

   ~ Jeff Zaspel, Superintendent  
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DON’T FORGET SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Yes, it is that time when we need to start thinking 
about the new 2014-15 school year.  The first 
necessary step into the new school year is August 
registration.  By now you should have received 
registration information for each of your children 
from their respective schools.  It is important that all 
students attending the School District of Fort 
Atkinson register prior to the start of school.  If you 
have not received a registration packet you may pick 
one up at your child’s school. 

Elementary Registration will take place in each of our 
elementary schools on Tuesday, August 5th, from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m.  Registration fees are $15.00 for 4-
year-old Kindergarten and Early Childhood, and $35 
for students in Kindergarten through 5th grade. 

Middle & High School Registration will take place at 
each of the schools on Monday, August 4th from 
Noon to 7:00pm and on Tuesday, August 5th from 
8:00am to 3:00pm.  Registration fees are $40 for 
students in 6th- 8th grade and $50 for students in 
grades 9-12.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The School District of Fort Atkinson is committed to delivering 

the quality opportunities and services each student needs to 

achieve his or her academic and personal potential. 
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Lunch Prices for 2014-2015 

Lunch prices will remain the same for the 
2014-15 school year: 

 Kindergarten -5th grade  - $2.45  

 Grades 6-12 - $2.65  

Milk:  

 35 cents per carton  

 Semester milk prices - $30.00  
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Elementary Students – Tuesday, Sept. 2nd  
 
Middle School Students: 

 6th Graders – Tuesday, Sept. 2nd 

 7th & 8th Graders – Wednesday, Sept. 3rd  
 

High School Students: 

 9th Graders – Tuesday, Sept. 2nd 

 10th & 12th Graders – Wednesday, Sept. 3rd  

Your questions, opinions and ideas are 
important!  Please feel free to contact Dr. 

Zaspel at zaspelj@fortschools.org or by phone 
at 920-563-7807. 

mailto:zaspelj@fortschools.org


Four-Year-Old Kindergarten Registration 
The School District of Fort Atkinson’s 4K Program is still 
taking registrations for the school year of 2014-15.  You 
may call Barrie Elementary School at (920) 563-7817 
and ask for Carol Klein or Principal Brent Torrenga for 
information.  You will need to provide your name, 
mailing address and a contact phone number.  A 
registration packet will then be mailed to you.  You may 
also stop by Barrie Elementary School during summer 
hours, but please call before doing so.  If you need to 
leave a message, please indicate your need for 4K 
registration materials and leave the necessary 
information.   

Fall Sports Starting Dates:  Knowing many are 

still planning vacations, here are the starting dates for 
sports: 

 Football – Equipment hand out is Monday, 
August 4 at 8:00 a.m.  Practice begins on 
Tuesday, Aug. 5 at 7:00 a.m.   

 Girls’ Golf – The first practice is Monday, August 
11 at 8:00 a.m. at Spring Creek. 

 Boys’ Soccer – Practice begins on Monday, 
August 11 at 8:00 a.m. at the H.S. 

 Girls’ Swimming – The first practice is Tuesday, 
August 12 from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the H.S. 
pool.   

 Girls’ Tennis – Practice begins on Tuesday, 
August 12 at 8:00 a.m. at Rock River courts. 

 Girls’ Volleyball – Practice starts on Monday, 
August 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the H.S. gym. 

 Cross Country – The first day of practice is 
Monday, August 18 at 8:00 a.m. in the H.S. 
commons.  

 Boys’ Volleyball – The first practice is Monday, 
August 25 at 6:00 a.m. in the H.S. gym. 

 
Athletic fees may be paid at registration: 

 First Sport $50, Second Sport $40, and Third 
Sport $30. 

All student athletes are required to attend a Code of 
Conduct Meeting.  If you and your student-athlete have 
not yet attended this meeting, you may attend a make-
up meeting during high school registration. 

 

2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR IN REVIEW 

Many challenges and changes faced the School District 
of Fort Atkinson as the 2013-14 school year began.  
New state mandates and initiatives, implications of 
recent laws, District fiscal needs, and a new District 
Administrator challenged the established District 
norms.  Despite the many changes and complex tasks to 

be addressed, the dedication and collective efforts of 
many served our community and its students very well.   
By finding the opportunity in the challenges presented 
and embracing change as a means to grow and become 
an even strong school district and community, the 
2013-14 school year was one filled with many strides 
forward, celebrations and worthy accomplishments. 

There is an undeniable strong 
sense of pride among our 
citizens for the community 
and its schools that was 
clearly evident during the 

preparation for, and the passing of, a successful April 
referendum.   The referendum was successful and 
passed by a larger margin than any previous 
referendum.  The communication plan for this 
referendum was extensive and focused on engaging the 
community.  “Strong Schools, Strong Community,” was 
the message used to emphasize the critical interaction 
that is necessary to best serve our students and to 
maintain a rich, vibrant community.  The citizens of our 
District chose, once again, to invest in our schools.  We 
are not only grateful for the participation and continued 
support of the community, we are committed, as a 
District, to becoming even stronger to deliver the 
quality opportunities each student needs to achieve his 
or her academic potential.  

In addition to the enormity of the referendum effort, 
the District did not lose sight of its five-year Strategic 
Plan that sets forth three aggressive agendas:  
academic, finance and operations, and communications.   
Due to a highly dedicated Board of Education, 
Administrative Team, and professional staff, the District 
made significant gains on its Strategic Plan.  The 
District’s Strategic Plan is a powerful tool that keeps our 
collective efforts focused on our mission and 
continuous improvement to become an even stronger 
school district.  The dynamic and flexible nature of our 
plan has allowed us to address the challenges of State 
mandates and other changes in concert with our 
strategic goals.   

As I finish my 28th year of service to the School District 
of Fort Atkinson and with my first year as 
Superintendent complete, I could not be more proud 
and honored to work here in this District, with a most 
capable staff in a community that values education.  
Regardless of the challenges that lie ahead I am 
confident that we will find the opportunity as we 
continue to work together.  We are fortunate to have 
strong schools and a strong community!  
 

  ~ Jeff Zaspel, Ed. D., Superintendent   


